[Attacks of acute headache (author's transl)].
Acute headaches are in most cases significant symptoms or premonitary signs of a neurological condition. From a semiological point of view, they may be: (i) isolated, (ii) associated with neurological symptoms (ophtalmoplegia, hemiplegia, hemianesthesia...). From an etiological point of view, the haemorragic conditions are predominant (30%): encephalic vascular malformation with or without subarachnoidal haemorragia (21%), subarachnoidal haemorragia without malformation (6%) and subdural haematoma (3%). Two types of conditions are also frequently observed: ischemic attacks (22,3%) and inflammatory meningeal syndromes (12%). Rare cases with hypophyseal adenomas, ischemic attacks under oestro-progestative treatment, accidents of mono-amine-oxydase inhibitors and multiple sclerosis are observed. 23,8% of the cases remained without any precise diagnosis. One of the interesting points in the acute headache issue is the possibility of discovering an encephalic vascular malformation without any important bleeding and, therefore, good conditions for surgery.